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MMhogl_chatea on Gorodomlya Island

| A1l classes ware conducte

%out the USSR [classes were smally

ed on a coeducational basis, as was trus of the nearby schools on ~
the mainland, this ‘practice was customary throughe

'However, it should be noted that Gorodomlya

“school was by no means typical of Boviet secondary schodla,

__ lthe following subjects at the Gorodomlys schools in
_‘the seventh grade - Russian language (literature and remmar), arith=-
metic, geology, history, biology, a foreign langusge %Gema.n), cheme~
istry and physics, the Soviet constitution,’ drawing, and gymnasticsy
in the eighth grads - history of literaturs, history (Russian history
and Eurcpean history beginning with the English Revolution), slgebra,
geometry, physics, chemistry, anatomy (blology), German drawing, and
gymnastloss ninth grade = the same subjacts as in the eig'h‘bh grade,
except that Darwlnlsm was substituted for anstomy, and psychdlogy was
added, At the nearby Ostashkov ten-year school on 'the maintand ﬁupill
studied French, German, or English as s foreign language, depending
on which teachers werse available, There was evidently a shortage of
teachers qualifled to instruct in foreign languages,

Boys attending the last years of the Ostashkov ten-year school were
required to take militery training, However, military training was
given only during the one or two hours per wesk set aside for physiw-
cel education, [ ~ [no summer military éamps for Soviet boys
attending the upper grades of ten-year schools, Howsver, it was true
that students at the Ostashkov ten-yesr school were required to work
"voluntarily" in the fields during hsrvest time,

Textbooks wers changed frequently in keeping with the Party line re=
garding policles, historical events, literary favorites,etc, Some
textbooks were still used which did not conform to the
new Party line in some ssctions, In such cases, the out-of-date parts

were simply crossed out] ]
J [ Biology was not taught in 1548
a8 & result of the Lysenko purge, No textbooks containing the new
Party doctrine were yet availlable and blology teachers were regiired
thet year to attend special courses on new principles in the field,

| ] perhsps half of/ |
teabhers were members of the Communist Party, Some were very young,
hardly older than manmy of the students in the upper grades, To judge
from the wey they conducted clasaes, 1t sppesred that all of them were
convinced Communists. It 1s possible that they did not express their
true opinions | : ‘ ;

The teaching plan determined specifically how many classroom hours were

to be devoted to each course or phase of a course,
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the teachers adhered sitriotly to this plan. They | ]

[ W emphasizing the ’ 25X1
learning of feots rather than the ability to think. That is, i

the memerizing of fecis was sitresssd bui no rsal effort was

made to explain the "why” or “how® of this information. They

succeeded in this way in sovering an enormeus range of knows

ledge,but this knowledge was guickly forgotten. On the other

hend, it was Yzue that alagercom disoussion was permitted,

even on political subjects.

T The teachers were naturslly intersated in aseing that their
students remained attentive during alsssroom instruction.
Their success as teachers wag Judged acoording Yo the number
of students who passed their eraminations and entered the
next grade. These yearly finsl sxemisations were quite dife
fioult and were sonducted impartially. The presence of an
outside teacher or an examinatiosn board frow another school
during examinations prevented the esemining tescsher from
giving help to weuk studenta. :

Rolitiosl Aspects of Soviet Secondazy Schools

8, The instruetion |wam dauignad to inoulogte upon 25X1
Lhe students u devobion to Jommunist ideolegy, the Soviet
fatherland,and Stalin., These political aspsotsl ‘ 25X1

Wwere aovered in al) courses Wyl weve primarily emphasized in
oourses on literature, hlstoxy,and bthe Soviet ‘constitution.

9+ Although Russien nationalism was emphesized, i1t was not done
in such a way &s to overshudow Commwnism. Patwiotic herces of
luseian history were slwsys %zeaisd se forveruvaners of Oommunism,
Communien aund Sussian netiovslisa wore ooupled together.

10, Soviet alaime of priorities in teohnieal innovations and soience

weres inoreasingly smphasined / ] partioularly in
the physical and netural selsncesd  [teachers uswally pointed 25X1

out that in tsariet times 1ifs wez so bad that s struggling
laventor was never able tov obtadn revoguition for his dige
covdrien. This snabled Westerners to reoceive unjust recognie
- tion for these inventions. 1In favt, it was trus thut Ssarist
Bussis was ueed as an evil standard of couparison even more
frequently than Wastern sapitelist rations.

11, Ahlthough no opportunity was lost to prodse the name and deeds
of Stalin, 1t was trve that ne sesteblished form of Stalin

worghip was ohserved | | Prajge of Btalin was . : 25X1
primarily expressad in poems and soenga presented in litqraturo“

eoursed.

12, Propagends directed against the Undted HStates wae partioularly
strong, but this was gensrally sxpresssd in terme of the West
ag a whole and not the Ynited Giutes mlone. dnti-imexicen

- propagunds was wsually Lrought foyth in geography olasmes
and in oompering the idylliv oconditiong in the ﬂoyiat Union
with life abroed. .

13, All of the Soviet teschers|  |ware antiereliglous 25X1
and freguently veed the ocecasion of normal olansrocm instiuotion

to zldionle religion. Thsze did aot soanm 1o bhe any nyutum&ﬁ;g
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. attempt on their part to corrupt or combat relimious interest,
| However,

it is probable that anti-religlous instruction was systematioally
oonducted in normal Soviet schools. |

!
L

Soclal Agpects of Soviet Education

l14. Compulsory seven-year education was introduced in the Ostashkov
region in the years between 1948 and 1950. All four-year
schools in the neighboring rural areas were abolished, |\ |
( [the present Five-Year Plan ocalls
for the iniroduction of compulsory ten-year education in the
urban centers, but this was certainly not true in Qstashkov
or on Gorodomlya Ieland.

1%, Entrance into the Upper grades of & ten-year school (grades
eight to ten) was determined solely by the ability of each
individual student.:. All students were required to pass a
diffioult examination at the end of the seventh grade in order
to proceed further with their education. A4s with other annuval
final examinstions, a student was passed only if he made & .
fthree" or better in euch course examination. If the student
received three "two's", he was required to repeat the grade.

A ptudent receiving two "two'ls! could be re~examined in these
‘courses. However, he waa foroed to walt an entire year to
enter the next grade as the examinations were not given until
the fall. -

16. Entrance into & higher educational institution was oonditioned
by entrance examinations as well as by the number of
applicants competing for acceptance. Hach yuz, or higher
educational institute, was allowed to aoccept a limited number
. of new students each year. These guotas varied considerably
from institute to institute. Some vuzy were difficult to enter,
some were not, depending on the number of apglieantl and their
respective quotas for first-year students. “o it was possible
that either all or & very few of the applicants passing their
entrance examinations were accepted into a yuz, Unsuccessiul
applicants who passed the examinations were allowed to take
‘examinatione at other higher educstional institutions and
were given credit for the examinations whioch they had alresdy
passed. S L )

SECRET

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2009/11/18 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001100320002-2

- 25X1

- 25X1

25X1

25X1



